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Hello Messy Church Leaders, 

We thought it would be useful to have a regular emailing to stay in touch, keep each other abreast of all 
the new developments in Messy Churches everywhere and build up the network. If you’d rather not 
receive this emailing, please accept our apologies and reply to the email you received with unsubscribe as 
the subject. 
 
Each emailing will contain only what we think will help you run your Messy Church even better, such as: 
 

 news of developments, useful resources and people 

 ideas (free!) to give to the families that belong to your Messy Church to help them do 

discipleship at home 

 short articles (also free!) to introduce some thinking about the bigger issues that come out of 

running a Messy Church 

 fun stuff like ‘Messy Church of the Month’, special offers and competitions 

Messy Church Merchandise 

One of our challenges in Messy Church is to help everyone feel that they belong, that they’re a member of 
church, not just once a month when they come but when they’re at home or school or work as well. One 
very practical way we can help people remember and feel they have an identity as Messy Church members 
is by giving them something with Messy Church on it to use outside church.  
 
So we’ve introduced a range of fun items: aprons, bags, pencils, tumblers, stickers and postcards with the 
Messy Church logo and name on. It’s also good advertising for your Messy Church. And every item you buy 
helps us at Barnabas to fund the work, so it’s a great way of giving to Barnabas and getting something 
extra back.  
 

 Check out our so far small but incredibly tasteful range of quality merchandise with the 

Messy Church logo on. 

Special Offer! 

To celebrate the launch of our merchandise, and as a thank you for signing up, we’d like to offer all Messy 
Churches signed up in the Directory a very useful 10% discount on all items of merchandise and Messy 
Church books. 
 
The named contact for each Messy Church on the Directory will receive an email shortly, detailing how this 
discount will be set up. If you haven't yet registered your Messy Church in the Directory, please visit the 
website to register. If your Messy Church is registered, but you are not the named contact, please email 
the BRF website administrator at webmaster@brf.org.uk to arrange for your discount to be set up. 

  

http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/4235
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/4235
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/3726
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/3726
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/3726
mailto:webmaster@brf.org.uk


Messy Church Newsletter - March 2009 
 

Faith at home idea 

Messy Church is joining with Joshua in declaring,  
 
‘As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord!’ Joshua 24:15 (NIV). 
 
We’re going to suggest a different aspect of home discipleship in each newsletter. So this month, 
we’re going to say, ‘As for me and my household, we will… CELEBRATE!’ God loves his people to 
celebrate!  
 

Make a star chart to celebrate every good 
thing you do in your household. Take a 
sheet of paper and on the left-hand side 
make a list of all the people in your family 
(don’t forget your pets). Include God on 
the list too. Every time somebody does 
something worth celebrating, they get a 
star or a sticker beside their name. The 
only rule is that you can’t give yourself a 
star.  
 
To help you remember all the great things 
you want to celebrate, make a note of what 

each star was for: Kelly—swimming badge; Dad—taking the bin out without moaning; Fluffy—not eating 
the hamster; God—helping Mum forgive Dennis. When you’ve got 50 stars between you (not 50 each), the 
person with the most stars chooses a family treat—perhaps a DVD to rent, a board game evening of their 
choice or a fish and chip supper—and you all go and celebrate, knowing God is with you too (and he won’t 
pinch your mushy peas). You can see a picture of a very undecorated and boring star chart for Lucy’s family 
above. Albert is the dog, by the way! 
 

Messy Competition 

Win a Messy Church designer apron! Simply encourage your Messy Church 
members to design a star chart as in the Faith at Home idea above. Ask them to 
bring it back the next month with as many stars as they’ve managed to stick on—
never mind if it’s not up to 50 yet—and take a photo of it.  
 
Send us the photo by email to messychurch@brf.org.uk (the higher resolution the 
better). The most gorgeous and imaginative (and messy) star chart wins the apron 
and will be displayed on the website in pride of place. (If you include the child in 
the photo, please send a copy of the parent’s permission to use the photo publicly, 
of course.) All entries in by the end of April please. 

mailto:messychurch@brf.org.uk
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Messy Church of the Month: it could be you! 

All through the year we want to highlight the work of different Messy Churches, large or small, struggling 
or swimmingly successful, on the website. Just send us a short report about what you do, perhaps focusing 
on something that makes you unique, and attaching some clear photos (again, with permission if children 
are featured, please). It could be audio, video or written—anything we can put on the website without 
tears. Personal stories are great! Maybe a project for your dads or teenagers to take on? 
 

Messy Participation 

Read a short article on the importance of helping everyone join in to the full. Share it with your team. Send 
us your response and ideas. 
 

Messy Quote 

'I am thankful for the mess to clean after a party because it means I have been surrounded by 
friends.’ Nancie J. Carmody 
 
With prayers for a delightfully messy 2009, 
 
Lucy, Jane and the rest of the Barnabas Team 
 
messychurch@brf.org.uk 
www.messychurch.org.uk  
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