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Hello Messy Church leaders,

I’'m feeling terribly proud of Messy Church at the moment, as it has been mentioned (drum roll) on
BBC1 and (another drum roll, perhaps somewhat more portentously) at the Church of England’s
General Synod.

In a discussion during The Big Questions show in February, the question was posed: ‘Should religion
be more fun?’ Messy Church was cited specifically as an example of fun in church—hoorah! And at
Synod, in debates about the Mission-Shaped Church Report and Fresh Expressions, Messy Church was
mentioned a few times. Great fun and, perhaps more importantly, this means that Messy Church is
beginning to be recognised more widely by the churches. This gives us, and the people we stand for,
more of a voice.

e Bishop Nicholas of Blackburn said during the debate on the Mission-Shaped Church Report:

Many fresh expressions in our diocese have started up as something else, indeed, ‘traditional church’ if you like
and a fresh expression developed. Look at Messy Church, for example. This is really taking off in many areas in
Lancashire. Now I'm well aware that there are various motives behind Messy Church, but mostly it's been
taken up because in some, by no means all, places, traditional Sunday school is not working and here is
something in Messy Church that’s bringing families together and it’s a way of passing on the good news.

e Bishop Graham Cray, speaking of Fresh Expressions said:

Many of those working with young families have used the Bible Reading Fellowship’s excellent Messy Church
material. This has been a challenging task for many parishes and it’s precisely the degree of progress we could
realistically have expected from the first years of this initiative.

Regional Coordinator news

All is very jolly on the regionalcoordinator front: we now have 26 volunteers on the list! Still big gaps
in the countrywide spread but hey, still cause for much rejoicing - God has called some wonderful
people into the role to support leaders in the different areas and to keep us all in touch with each
other. The full list of regional coordinators is at the bottom of this newsletter.

Do get in touch with them if you’d like things to happen locally or if you have some brilliant ideas to
share more widely. (And is he calling you to fill one of the gaps? Lucywould love to hear from you...)

Jane Butcher—Midlands Graham Miles—Norfolk Thomas Brauer—Mlidwest Canada Sandra Doore—Newcastle
Jane Leadbetter—Liverpool Alison Wooding—Sheffield Sue & Andy Kalbfleisch—East Canada  Yvonne Morris—Oxfordshire
Graham Nunn—Kent Andrew Cowie—Surrey Bjarne Gertz Olsen—Denmark Kim Gabbatis—York
Charis Lambert—London Deborah Watts—Leicestershire Gary Hoare—Bristol Sharon Lakin—South Coast
Colin Blake—Yorkshire Gill Noles—Essex Cerys Hughes—Wales Ivy Peacock—Bedford
Chris Rees—Midlands Reuben Addis—Edinburgh Debbie Smith—New Zealand Helen Ellis—Cheshire

Janet Tredrea—Cornwall Mike Gilbertson—Hartlepool
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Messy Church Fun Day!

We had a grand Fun Dayfor Messy Church leaders local to us: the exciting thing was making it into an
all-age fun day with children having just as much fun as adults and teenagers. It was so good to make
new friends we can sob to when things go wrong, and to have a chance to listen to lots of ideas from
the different churches there. We can run this Fun Day out nationally now. Do contact your regional
coordinator or Lucyif it would help re-energise teams in your area and we’ll see what we can do.

e You canread more about the Fun Dagn the Messy Church blog

For your diary Christian Resources Exhibition

If you’re anywhere near Esher in Surrey, make a date for Thursday, 13 May. The Christian Resources
Exhibitionis hosting a Messy Church day, with free entrance to the whole exhibition for anyone who
books on to the Messy Church programme. It gives you a brilliant day having fun doing Messy things
with us, and free entrance to the rest of the exhibition before or afterwards. It would be lovely to see
as many of you as possible:

e Full details are available on the Messy Church website at
www.messychurch.org.uk/cre2010reqistration/

New from Lucy

All-Aqge January heralded the publishing of a new book from our own Lucy: All-Age Worship
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‘The prospect of all-age worship can easily produce a cry of anguish from... well, from so
many people. It's time to be real. It's time to admit that worship with all ages present is easy
to do appallingly and difficult to do well. It's time to acknowledge that it takes a huge amount
of grace from every participant. But it’'s also time to admit that a church that unthinkingly
packs off any subgroup, old or young, to worship and learn in another space every week could
well be completely daft.."

a

e Find out more and read an extract at BRF Online

Special offer this month

& To make your joy complete, BRF is running a special offeron the

% Messy Church books: buy Messy Church and Messy Church 2 together
for a mere £12.50 (saving you £5.48): perfect to get extra copies in for
| team members.

e Visit www.brfonline.org.uk/messychurch to view all Messy
Church resources
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We've recently set up a twitter account for the Messy Church Team at twitter.com/themessyblog
This is a great way to keep up to date with all things Messy, and provides another way for you to
share your messy experiences. If you’re not a twitter user, you can sign up at twitter.com.

We’'ll be tweeting about new entries on the Messy blog, events and training and new resources that
are right up your street...

e Follow themessyblog at twitter.com

Calling all iPhone users

BRF’s popular New Daylight series of Bible reading notes is now available as an iPhone App.
D%eﬁight You can use this on either an iPhone or iPod Touch. You can download it here or visit the
App store and search for New Daylight.

Lucy writes<

So much going on—you can read about travels and musings on the blog. Do carry on praying for each
other as Messy Churches pop up around the country. Pray for those teams just beginning with all the
nervousness and excitement and the huge list of unknowns. Pray for those who have been running for
some time and have lost their first love. Pray for wisdom for the decisions we make at BRF about how
best to use what God has given us. And do pray for your regional coordinator, for the energy to do
this as well as everything else they have to do.

Evolution is a messy process...If you really want to succeed, you have to have the big heart, heroic will,
tenacity, courage, and commitment to fearlessly engage with the evolutionary process until something
profound, mysterious and extraordinary happens that cannot be undone.

Andrew Cohen

May your Messy Church grow in profundity, mystery, extraordinariness—and fun!

Lucy and the Messy Church Team at BRF

messychurch@brf.org.uk
www.messychurch.org.uk
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