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Hello Messy colleagues, 

It’s been a fun and frenetic few months with many developments on the Scene of Mess. I’ve met many 
new friends through events in Cornwall, Bristol, Edinburgh, Kent, Sussex and Essex and online in the States, 
Denmark and Portugal: nice to belong to a worldwide family with the same DNA (perhaps a double helix 
with a wibbly bit in it.) 
 

Fifth Birthday Party! 

Cowplain Messy Church celebrated its fifth birthday last month! Balloons… presents… celebratory crafts… 
posh tablecloths… a special viewing of the DVD with invited guests… we had a great celebration with 
thanksgiving to God for the adventure he’s taken us on in these five years. 
 

Regional coordinators 

It’s obviously the way forward, to work as a team across such a wide area, and to have wisdom to draw on 
from people working in different situations. It’s fantastic that we have several new regional coordinators 
either signed up or thinking about it in the north-east, Leicestershire, South Wales and Essex to add to our 
existing team. Do get in touch with your local coordinator, even if it’s just to say hello or to suggest ways 
forward for your region. 
 

 Find out more about Regional coordinators 
 
Graham Nunn in Kent organised an evening’s get-together in March for local messy leaders to discuss the 
way ahead. Thomas Brauer in Canada is organising Fiesta-type events (though of course we’re trying to 
persuade him to invite us all over to do them instead). Charis Lambert in Surrey is starting a Sunday Messy 
Church in a local school and is even sorting out a trip to their link church in Zimbabwe to take Messy 
Church there: wow. Jane Leadbetter in Liverpool is discovering lots about working with people with special 
needs in this context. 
 

Useful resources 

Infinite Crafts have loaned out some enamelling kilns and soap making kits, with the intention of having 
these and similar ‘extreme’ crafts available to every region eventually: at the moment there are kits based 
with Lucy in the south and Jane in Birmingham—great to hire for a special occasion (like your own Messy 
birthday party!) or for your older members. They’re really easy to use, contain all you’ll need and even I 
could lead the craft without injuring anyone or burning down the church: it was so popular people were 
crying out for more. If you’d like to hire a kit or if you’d like your regional coordinator to have one, get in 
touch.  Cost-wise the enamelling works out about £1 a person. 
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We’ve also now got a section on the Messy Church website where 
you can download a copy of the Messy Church logo—a great visual 
way to advertise your Messy Church to everyone! 
 

 Look at available Messy Church logos 
 

 
Not only that, but there are also a range of Messy Church posters and invitations 
available from CPO to help advertise your Messy Church.  
 
You can buy posters of any size from A4 to A0, and order Invitation Cards 
overprinted with the details of your own Messy Church.  
 

 Visit the CPO website and look at all the available options 
 

 
Craft ideas needed 

We’re writing a messy craft book and it would be great to have contributions from all sorts of Messy 
Churches. Every idea will be attributed to its author, so if you’d like to see your name and your Messy 
Church in print, send us your best / messiest / most original / most suitable for boys / great for toddlers / 
loved by teenagers / wacky / outrageous craft you’ve done so far. The ideas we don’t use in the book will 
go on the website for everyone to share, so nothing will be wasted. Do take five minutes to share 
something that’s worked well for you. 
 
Enter your craft ideas on the Messy Church website or email them to messychurch@brf.org.uk.  
 

A good read 

I’ve been challenged by Graham Cray’s book Disciples and Citizens (IVP 2007).  
 
‘Through the Gospel, God turns all Christians (including the poor majority at Corinth) into those who can 
bless without looking for return. When the powerless are transformed into a blessing for their community 
by the grace of Christ, it provides a powerful sign of the reality of the coming kingdom.' (p. 43) 
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This highlights the challenge to churches to support their own Messy Church without ‘looking for return’—
demanding bums on seats or payment for general funds. It also raises the issue that Messy Church runs the 
risk of creating consumers rather than disciples, but what if our concern for those on the edge could 
actually be part of the topsy-turviness of the Kingdom, helping the powerless to become those through 
whom our communities are transformed, as we actively look for ways to encourage all those who belong 
to share what they've been given, maybe through encouraging leadership in small ways, opening up 
people's creativity, demonstrating hospitality or inspiring a restlessness for change? 
 

And finally... 

And finally, a few lines from an email I received recently from St Cuthbert's in Hale which made me smile. 
They ran their first Messy Church at Easter this year: 
 
'We advertised it fairly widely (to every child in the local school and in the parish newsletter, which goes out 
to every house in the parish, and to every child who comes to our midweek activities) so it perhaps wasn't 
surprising that we had a great response, but having set a limit of 150 people in total, we then ended up 
turning about another 100 or so people away.  Turning people away from church does seem wrong, but we 
couldn't have had 250 people in church, that would just be silly…' 
 
Alleluia indeed. 
 
'Live a lover's life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud of: bountiful in fruits from the soul, 
making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in the glory and praise of God.'  

Philippians 1:10 (THE MESSAGE) 
 
And messy blessings on us all, 
 
Lucy and the Messy Team at Barnabas 
 
messychurch@brf.org.uk 
www.messychurch.org.uk  
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