
Messy Church Newsletter—September 2009 
 

Hello Messy Church leaders, 

We’re still a happily growing network: there’s been lots of enthusiasm for Messy Church in the different 
places I’ve been over the last few months—Northampton, Lee Abbey, Poole, Mothers’ Union Faith and 
Spirituality Conference, Chichester, Durham and Exeter. By mid-August 183 Messy Churches had signed up 
on the Directory. 
 
Here you can read about the first Messy Fiesta run by Thomas Brauer in Canada in the snappily-
named Fort Saskatchewan! Nearer to home, look at some great photos here of Messy Pentecost in 
Scotland. And hot off the press, a report of Messy Church's trip to Greenbelt. 
 
You might also like to see Janet’s report of Messy Church on the beach on the Fresh Expressions 
website. God is lighting up people’s imaginations and helping them catch this vision of a church based 
around hospitality, creativity and celebration. (The fact that we must be quadrupling the amount of 
cake consumed over the world month by month is one to be proud of, I’m sure.) Please spare a 
moment to pray for our family of messy leaders near and far, in easy and in hard places. 
 

Regional Coordinators 
 
Essex—It’s great to have Gill Noles from Colchester on board. Gill runs a Messy Church that has 
expanded into a twice-a-month happening at the request of the parents who belong to it and with 
their help. 
Hartlepool—Mike Gilbertson and the great team at Stranton are cheering on Mess in the north-
east—many thanks to them all. 
Leicestershire—Sapcote Methodist Church Team with Deborah Watts have kindly offered to support 
Messy Churches in their area. 
Scotland—Reuben Addis runs a Messy Church in Joppa near Edinburgh and will be doing all he can to 
build up the network north of the border. 
 
Thanks to all these people for their willingness to help Messy Church grow. By next month I hope to 
have news of a new coordinator for Wales.  
 
And we have huge gaps in some areas of the UK: notably Yorkshire, Ireland, Wales, Lincolnshire, 
Oxfordshire. If you would be happy to be a regional coordinator for one of these areas, doing as much 
or as little as you can cope with, please get in touch. 
 

Messy Church out and about 
 
Two of our Cowplain Messy Church leaders led a craft stall at a local school fair and were able to give 
out handfuls of leaflets to families with no church connection. Some other great stories this month 
about Messy Churches taking church to places other church may not reach: 
 

http://www.barnabasinitiative.org/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=52&Itemid=9
http://www.edinburgh.anglican.org/index.php/news/
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/4806.htm
http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/stories/messybeach
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Jo Birkby at St Saviour’s, Brookwood writes about school fairs and church forecourts: 
 

 Read more 
 

Jane Leadbetter, our regional coordinator in Liverpool writes about L19: Messy Market: 
 

 Read more 
 

And Ruth Mock from Macclesfield told me about the challenges of running a Messy Church in a very 
deprived area: 
 

 Read more 
 

Faith at Home 
 
Many Messy Churches are keen to develop some form of faith at home in the families they work with, 
as the gathered church meets only once a month. Barnabas invited a group of Christian organisations 
and individuals to come and discuss this hot issue. You can read about the discussion we had here.  
 
If this is a question you’d like to get people in your church talking about, have a gander at this 
discussion sheet to help church members start getting excited about faith at home. It would be great 
if you could get this out to as many people as possible and let us know what sort of a response you 
get, what insights are reached, what questions are raised about the way forward. This is going out 
through different organisations, so you may get it more than once! You can fill it in online or on a hard 
copy of course. If sending back responses by post, the address is BRF, 15, The Chambers, Vineyard, 
Abingdon OX14 3FE. 
 

Publicity material 
 

CPO have a beautiful range of competitively priced Messy Church posters, leaflets and invitations you 
can buy as they are or have overprinted with your Messy Church details. Do check them out and see if 
they would be useful for outreach. 
 

 Visit the CPO website 
 

Blog 
 
It may be worth a quick gallop through the Messy Blog on the website. Recent entries include 
thoughts on:  
 

 Messy Leaders’ Course  

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/site.asp?action=post&id=517
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/site.asp?action=post&id=518
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/site.asp?action=post&id=519
http://www.brf.org.uk/pdfs/faithathome_summary.pdf
http://www.brf.org.uk/downloads/faithathome_questionnaire.doc
http://www.cpo-online.org.uk/range.aspx?cat=205&range=2888
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/4572.htm
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 Being and Doing  

 Not being concerned about results  

 The Mothers’ Union  

 Hospitality  
 
‘Good is toeing the line, being behaved, being quiet, being passive, fitting in, being liked, and great is 
being messy, having a belly, speaking your mind, standing up for what you believe in, fighting for 
another paradigm, not letting people talk you out of what you know to be true...’ 

~ Eve Ensler (American playwright, feminist, actor) 
 
With prayers for all Messy Churches to have a belly, and not just a cake-filled one 
 
Lucy and the Messy Team at Barnabas 
 
messychurch@brf.org.uk 
www.messychurch.org.uk  
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