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6. Join my club
You will need: a flip-chart or graffiti board; felt-pens; the
description below.
At Oxford University, John and his brother, Charles, formed
the Holy Club. They had rules or ‘methods’ to help them
follow Jesus. These included studying the Bible, praying
together, visiting people in prison and collecting money for
the poor.
John’s friends became known as the ‘Methodists’ because of
their ‘methods’.

We have Messy Church instead of a Holy Club. What rules could we
have that will help us to follow Jesus? Write your ideas on the
board.
Talking point: John developed some good habits to help him follow
Jesus getting up early, reading the Bible, praying, walking to stay
healthy, writing a diary. Do you have good habits that help you
follow Jesus? Can you think of some more?

7. ‘All the good’ fridge magnet
You will need: Template of John’s words; felt-pens; sequins;
laminates & laminator; magnetic strip.
Colour in and decorate your template. Laminate and stick a
magnetic strip on the back.
Talking point: What good things do you do? What else could you
do? Put this on your fridge to remind you each day.
8. World Biscuits
You will need: Round biscuits; blue icing; green icing or
green sprinkles.
Decorate the biscuits to look like the world
Talking point: John was a priest (Church Minister). He said “I look
upon the whole world as my parish”. What do you think he meant
by that? At first he preached in Church but then he preached on the
streets as he wanted to tell people who didn’t go to Church about
Jesus.
(A parish is the area around a church and the people that live
there).

9. Messy Wesley
You will need: a tray; very wet sand; laminated paper with
the words ‘God is with us’ on it.
Put the laminate in the bottom of the tray and cover with wet sand.
John Wesley wasn’t afraid to speak out when he saw bad things
happening. He saw people being sold as slaves and said this was
wrong. Some people didn’t like this and threw things at him. It all
got quite messy at times but there was one thing John
remembered. Find out what it was at the bottom of this tray.
Talking point: Sometimes in life we feel like we are in a mess.
Things are just not going right for us. Remember what is written at
the bottom of here on good days and on the days when you feel you
are in a mess!

10.

God with us prayers

This activity can be done as part of the celebration, after the story.
You will need: Heart shaped post-it notes; pens; a candle
(possibly battery style) arranged on a cloth.
Talking point: John Wesley had difficult times in his life, riding by
horseback through storms, people throwing things at him because
they didn’t like what he was saying, but he always remembered
how he had ‘felt his heart strangely warmed’ and that ‘God is with
us’ at all times.
Take a post-it note. Think of someone who needs to know that God
is with them. Write their name on the post-it; perhaps a friend or
relative, or someone you have seen in the news on TV that needs
God’s help. Or perhaps you want to write your own name because
you want to have that feeling that God is with you. Put the post-it
by the candle.

Celebration
Get the families to help tell the story, using the answers to the questionnaire and by
joining in. When the storyteller says “The best of all is,” the congregation answer
“God is with us.”
How many children were there in the Wesley family? 10.
John’s Mother, Suzannah, was an amazing lady. As well as looking after all those
children she also taught them at home. Suzannah felt that each child needed some
one-to-one time with her so she made sure they each had a special day of the week
for this. John always remembered his special Thursdays with his mother. Suzannah
taught her children ‘The best of all is; God is with us’
Eventually John did go to school and then on to Oxford University and became an
Anglican priest. At Oxford he led a club for his friends called the Holy Club.
What were some of the things that John did with his friends in the Holy Club?
Bible reading, prayer, walking to keep fit, visiting people in prison, giving money to
the poor, writing diaries, meeting to discuss what had gone well and what hadn’t.
John asked his friends to “watch over one another in love”
What did John Wesley’s friends become known as? Methodists and the
Methodist Church was founded on the ideas of John Wesley. John told his friends
‘The best of all is; God is with us’
When did John say you should do good?
Do all the good you can, by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
And he said we should do this because “The best of all is, God is with us.”
Where did John say was his parish? The world.
What happened when John went to the small meeting in London (Aldersgate)?
He said “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for
my salvation. It was an important moment in John’s life when he felt God’s love and
forgiveness. He felt “The best of all is, God is with us.”
John wanted to tell everyone that God loved them and he began to preach on the
streets telling people who didn’t go to Church that God loved them too. He told them,
“The best of all is; God is with us.”
John travelled by horse. How many miles did he travel? 250,000 miles.
It wasn’t easy, sometimes John had to ride through snow, fog, wind and storms.
What did John do while riding his horse? Read the Bible.

Some people in the church didn’t think that John should be preaching outside on the
streets and some didn’t like what he was saying. John wasn’t afraid to speak up
when he saw bad things happening. What was happening that John said was
wrong? People being sold as slaves. Some people threw things at him or rang the
church bells so that the people listening to him couldn’t hear him! However, John
was a follower of Jesus and he carried on telling people that God loved them and
that “The best of all is; God is with us” and John did good things to show them.
John lived until he was 87 and in the last few days when he was very weak what did
John whisper to his friends? “The best of all is, God is with us.”
John taught us that God forgives us and loves us and we should do good things to
share this message with others.
Prayer. Use prayer from activity 10.

Take Home Idea
John Wesley told his friends to “watch over one another in love”
and encouraged them to discuss their ‘successes and failures’ as
they learnt to follow Christ.
Perhaps you could find a time at the end of each day together as a
family or as you put your child to bed, to ask the following
questions.
What was the best part of today?
What was the worst part of today?
Thank God for the best part and ask him to help with the difficult
things.
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Can you help solve the mystery?
Reward for information on Mr
Wesley
1. How many children were there in the Wesley family?

2. List some of the things that John did with his friends in the Holy
Club?

3. What did John’s friends become known as?

4. When did John say you should do good?

5. Where did John say was his parish?

6. What happened when John went to the small meeting in London?

7. How many miles did he travel?

8. What did John do while riding his horse?

9. What did John say was wrong?

10. What did John say was the best of all?

Wesley’s Wise Words Quiz
Answers can be found at activity number in brackets. Participants can be
given this clue if they are struggling. Answers are in Celebration.

1. How many children were there in the Wesley family? (1)
2. List some of the things that John did with his friends in the
Holy Club? (6)
3. What did John’s friends become known as? (6)
4. When did John say you should do Good? (7)
5. Where did John say was his parish? (8)
6. What happened when John went to the small meeting in
London (Aldersgate?) (3)
7. How many miles did he travel? (4)
8. What did John do while riding his horse? (5)
9. What did John say was wrong? (9)
10. What did John say was best of all? (9)

